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May 22, 2003

Heidi VanHom-Bash
CSX Transportation
500 Water Street-J200
Jacksonville, FL 32202

SUBJECT: Proposed Rail Abandonment in Akron, Summit County, Ohio
Docket No. AB-55 (Sub.-No. 631X)

Dear Ms. Bash:

Last week the Northeast Ohio Four County Regional Planning and Development Organization’s
(NEFCO) Intergovernmental Review (IGR) Committee met to discuss the status of the proposed
rail abandonment in Akron, ,Ohio (docket no. AB-55, Sub.-No. 631X). In the meeting it was
agreed that most of the condmons attached to the delayed IGR clearance had been addressed.
The City of Akron’s Mayor’s Office of Economic Development played a large role i in obtaining
accurate information about the complex issues surroundmg fhls abandonment. As you are well
aware, the line has now been abandoned despite our fecommendation for a delayed clearance.
The IGR Committee felt that at this point NEFCO’s role in facilitating the review had been
completed.

In this casg, the committee strongly su ggests that CSX communicate with affected property and
business owners whose business fnvéstments are negatively affected by the termination of rail
service. Alternatives to the abandonment, such as reinstalling service from the north end of this
line, should also be conmdered "Thé committee also recommends that in future abandonments,
CSX should notify all parties who may be affected ina tlmely manner so that the economic
viability of the area can be preserved e :

Thank you for the your patlence dunng our reV1ew and for the opportunlty to’ comment

Sincerely,
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